OF  THOMAS JEFFERSON                            19
fty-six signers of the declaration, seven were not members of Congress when it passed.
On July 5th Congress adopted a resolution ordering that the )eclaration be sent to the several assemblies, conventions, and ouncils of safety, and to all the officers of the continental rmies. In this way it was soon proclaimed throughout the Jnited States. It met with the most enthusiastic ratification nd adoption. From New Hampshire to Georgia there were 'onfires, torchlight processions, the firing of guns, and ringing f bells. "The people," said Samuel Adams, "seemed to recog-ize this resolution as though it was a decree promulgated from .eaven."
The Declaration of Independence has been severely criticised oth for its style and for the principles it enunciates, but its place mong the great papers of history is secure, and criticism of it > becoming idle and uninteresting. That it contained nothing ,ew was perhaps the feature that won for it the affection of the mrld. Jefferson claimed nothing new for it. When charged fith rehashing old sentiments and copying from Locke and )tis when he wrote it, he denied the charge of plagiarism, but cknowledged that there were no new ideas or new sentiments i it. Nevertheless, the declaration is no servile imitation. It /-as written from the shoulder. "I turned to neither book nor amphlet while writing it," says Jefferson. How peculiarly it /•as an embodiment of his own ideas is seen in a sentence in
letter to his friend Fleming, written three days before the )eclaration was passed. "If any doubts has (sic) arisen as to le, my country will have my political creed in the form of the eclaration which I was lately directed to- draw." Jefferson /as brimful of ideas of reform when he wrote the Declaration, nd he aimed to make it a profession of his political faith. His lith was that of a democrat, and the Declaration of Independ-nce is a formal expression of the beliefs .and aspirations of the emocracy of his time. It is a remarkable paper, because it so accessfully proclaims the spirit of the age in which it was nritten.y. The remaining signatures that appear upoi the engrossed copy which is to be seen in old Independence Hall, Philadelphia, were affixed on August 2nd, 1776. Of th<h8\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 its ruinous effects, 426. \expndtw7 WILKINSON, GENERAL,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li1048\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw3\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 suspected, 106.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li1037\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-238\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw8\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 resists Burr, 107.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li544\fi0\ri1037\sb0\sa0\sl-238\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw3\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE, 4. \expndtw1 WOMEN,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li1040\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw7\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 not to hold office, 436.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li558\fi0\ri0\sb36\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-1\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 WOMEN,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li551\fi497\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-238\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 of America compared with those of Paris, 427. \expndtw5 WYTHE,  GEORGE,}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li1051\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 preceptor of Jefferson, 5.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li1051\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs18 assists Jefferson, 25.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li3442\fi0\ri0\sb18\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs25 X}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li551\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs19 X Y Z AFFAIR, 70.}\par \sect\sectd \sbknone\pgwsxn12240\pghsxn15840\marglsxn3416\margrsxn7164\margtsxn1440\margbsxn720\cols1\colsx60 {\shp {\*\shpinst \shpleft1069\shptop4882\shpright1854\shpbottom5429\shpfhdr0\shpbxcolumn\shpbypara\shpwr5\shpwrk0\shpfblwtxt1\shpz0\shplid1{\sp{\sn shapeType}{\sv 75}}{\sp{\sn fFlipH}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn fFlipV}{\sv 0}}{\sp{\sn pib}{\sv {\pict\wmetafile8\picw1384\pich965\picwgoal784\pichgoal547
